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The real cost of publishing 
An example:  



The profit margin 

Generous estimation of publication costs by Grossmann & Brembs (2019) 



Branding 
Current Biology acquired by Cell Press (Elsevier) in 2001 
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Are they evil? 
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The nature of science – 
philosophical digression 

Science as the pursuit of truth 

Auguste Comte 

Positivism, 19th century 

Karl Popper Willard van Orman Quine Imre Lakatos 

Paul Feyerabend 

Thomas Kuhn 

The 20th century 



Science as an ethical activity 
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What are journals for? 

1. Publishing papers 

 

2. Organizing peer review 

 

3. Making an editorial selection 
(selecting the ‘important papers’) 
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The current publishing cycle 

Submit 

Revise 

Review 

Reject 



A better publishing model 

open-ended 
peer review 



A better publishing model 

open-ended 
peer review 

curation 



A word on open access 



How to do it (naïve view) 

1. Cut all subscriptions to for-profit journals 

2. Make APCs ineligible expenses 

3. Fund public infrastructure 

4. Stop all uses of metrics for evaluation 


